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unacceptable, be can readily paraphrase into the dear old incongruities 
that have served the purposes of anatomists for so long a time. 

We cannot but think that the authors have produced a valuable manual 
at once authoritative in statement and admirable in method, and one that 
is deserving of a welcome at the hands of every student, either in human 
or comparative anatomy. A. 


AttT. XXXIV._ Hydramnios—Contribuzione alio studio delPeziologia 

dflVhydramtiios e della patoloyia della placenta. 

A contribution to the study of the etiology of hydramnios and of the pa¬ 
thology of the placenta, by Dr. G. B. Nicolinj, First Assistant of the 
Obstetric Clinic of the Royal University of Pavia, Italy. (Annali 
Universali di 3Ied. e Chirurg. July, 1882, pp. 20.) 

Among the few Italians who have successfully performed the Porro- 
Ciusarean section, stands the first assistant of Prof. Porro, Dr. Giovanni 
Battista Nicolini. who operated in a private house in Pavia, on June 22, 
1881, and saved both mother and child. We are now to present in ab¬ 
stract his report of a case of disease of the placenta; to the mechanical 
effect of which he attributed the existence of a hydramnios, and indirectly 
a miscarriage. 

The subject of the report was a married 8-para of 33 years of age, 
who entered the obstetric clinic of Pavia, on May 11, 1882, in labour, 
and pregnant about seven months. She menstruated for the first time 
when 17 years old; was always regular, and in good health; her eight 
children were all horn at term, and naturally, except the fifth, which pre¬ 
sented by the shoulder and was turned, and delivered by the feet. All of 
the children were born alive and in good condition ; and she nursed them 
from 12 to lit months each. 

In the ninth pregnane} - now to be considered, the patient fell as usual 
until the commencement of the fifth month, when there was a sudden in¬ 
crease of volume in the abdomen, accompanied by a sense of weight in 
the pelvis and dull pains in the uterus. Thenceforward the abdomen 
continued to enlarge; soon the lower extremities became ccdematous, and 
a little later, the respiration was embarrassed. The first foetal movements 
were recognized at the end of February, and from this time, they were 
more marked than in any prior gestation, and in various regions of the 
uterus. At the time of her admission, she was obliged to assume a half- 
sitting position in bed, on account of her dyspneca. She was of robust 
build, with a well-developed frame, and above medium height. The first 
sound of her heart was slightly blowing, and there were rattling sounds in 
the lungs. Her abdomen was globose, and larger than it should have 
been at term, with a fully developed foetus. Circumference at the umbili¬ 
cus 50 inches, and length from the pubes to the ensiform cartilage log 
inches. Her lower extremities were enormously ccdematous : urine not 
albuminous. 

By means of a "Wenzel puncturing syringe, more than six quarts of 
citron-coloured amniotic fluid were drawn off. The foetus presented by 
the vertex was alive, but died before the labour was completed, which 
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occupied 2J hours after the aspiration. The foetus was 17^ inches long, 
and weighed about 3J pounds. The placenta was irregularly circular and 
very large, measuring 9$ by 9 inches. The cord was 11^ inches long, and 
centrally attached. On the foetal face of the placenta at the point of in¬ 
sertion of the funis was a tumour, covered with a reflexion of the amnion, 
which measured 9$ (25 ctm.) inches in circumference, and 2J(5ictm.) in 
thickness. It was of a cordiform shape, and resembled somewhat in ap¬ 
pearance the tissue of the kidney. The uterine face of the placenta had 
a normal character, except at a point opposite the tumour, where it was 
yellowish, and decidedly thinned, presenting the evidences of fatty degen¬ 
eration and atrophy from compression. The woman recovered, and went 
home in ten days. 

Dr. Nicolini attributes this hydramnios to the “ compression of the 
large ramifications of the umbilical vein, and to the obstruction in the pla¬ 
cental circulation, produced by the neoplasm.” The defective nutrition of 
tliu fcctus and its final death, he believes due to the same mechanical pres¬ 
sure. 

The tumour consisted of two parts: the first of an involucre ; the second 
of a substance proper, which composed the 1 bulk of the mass. It was es¬ 
sentially of connective tissue in character, and probably had its origin in 
some inflammatory process. 

Hydramnios is believed to owe its existence to a variety.of causes and 
to be due to disease in the mother, the fcctus, or the placenta. It is most 
common in multipara; and in the cases reported, the sex of the foetus 
has been most frequently female. In the majority of eases the cause may 
be attributed to some mechanical obstacle in the circulation of the placenta 
or umbilical vessels. In a case reported by Iviistner, this was due to he¬ 
patic disease in the foetus. The decidual tissues are subject to inflamma¬ 
tory changes which result in an abnormally large amniotic secretion. 
The foetus appears to undergo a process of starring, becomes atrophied, 
and in many cases dies. But there are marked exceptions to this, as the 
Nova Scotia giantess is said in her second labour to have voided six gal¬ 
lons of liquor amnii, although her foetus weighed 23J pounds and was 30 
inches in length. "Where the disease has occurred in a case of twin preg¬ 
nancy, it is usual to find but one ovum affected, which tends to strengthen 
the theory that the affection is purely local and mechanical, as some main¬ 
tain. II. P. H. 


Art. XXXV .—Legal Medicine. Part I. By Charlks Mf.ymott 
Tidy, M.B., F.C.S., Master of Surgery, Professor of Chemistry and 
Forensic Medicine and Public Health at the London Hospital, etc. 
Boyal 8vo. pp. G3G. London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1882. 

This is decidedly the most imposing treatise on Legal Medicine that has 
been issued from the press since the publication of Professor Casper’s 
celebrated work on “ Forensic Medicine,” in four volumes, which was 
translated for the Sydenham Society in the year 1862. 

It argues well for the increasing interest in this department of science, 
especially in the medical profession, that there should be an increasing 
demand for books of such a high character as the one before us, which 



